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This accord between the Liberal leader and those who came to 1899-1902
be called the Liberal Imperialists was short-lived. Prom the out- ^ 47~60
break of war differences (implicit perhaps from the start in the
temperaments of the persons involved) widened between the centre
of the party which followed Campbell-Bannerman and the wing
represented by Grey, Haldane, Asquith, and Rosebery. These
differences related to the causes of the war: the method of its
conduct: and the state of affairs which ought to succeed its con-
clusion, though on this point Sir Henry carried them with him in
the end. Under all these heads the policy of the Government was
open to criticism, and each of them raised for itself the secular
dilemma which faces an Opposition, or on a wider view, any con-
scientious citizen in time of war, namely, what latitude of criticism
is compatible with the public interest. For the " Pro-Boers " this
dilemma hardly existed. Starting from the premiss that the sub-
stantial, if not the sole, cause of the war lay in the iniquity of
Ministers, and that the Boers were " rightly struggling to be free,"
they were spared any qualms about " weakening the hands of the
Government" or " heartening the enemy," and could give free
voice to their opinions. C.-B's position was more moderate and his
problem more complex. He concurred with the Imperialists in
holding that the ultimatum had made war inevitable, and with the
•pro-Boers to the extent of holding that Chamberlain's policy had
been an important as well as a profoundly discreditable contributory
factor. And although at the outbreak of hostilities he had joined
with the Imperialists in abstaining from condemnation of this policy,
he did not think, as it went on, that the public interest either
required or was consistent with a continued reticence on this point.
To it he recurred with a vigour and insistence which, to Imperialist
eyes, suggested a false distribution of emphasis and a shifting of
standpoint from the conception of a war forced on us by the Boers
to the conception of a war forced by us on them. If he agreed witib,
them that the ultimatum was what lawyers call the causa, causam
of the war and not merely a causa sine qua non, then it followed
that the war should be won as quickly and thoroughly as possible :
and although Sir Henry concurred with perfect sincerity in this
formal aim, a persistent harping on the past misdoings of the Govern-
ment seemed to the Imperialists calculated to obstruct its fulfil-
ment. The latter argued that once in an inevitable war one must
not weigh the relative culpability of the parties to the dispute publicly

